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Cdmparative Study on Developmental Process in
Children and Adolescents with Autism :

I. Delay of Development and It's Determinant

Issei UCHIDA*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was twofold : first, to compare the developmental process of the
five categories in the Tsumori Developmental Schedule and, second, to investigate the role of 8
individual factors involving autistic symptoms on the developmental process. 91 children and
adolescents with autism and 87 nonautistic children and adolescents with mental retardation
aged 3 to 19 years, equated for distributions of age, sex, IQ, and abnormal EEG served as
subjects. The results showed that (a) the largest difference in the developmental process
between the two clinical groups was found in “socialization”, and this category was the worst in
the developmental process in autistic children, and (b) the consistent difference in the
determinant of developmental process between the two clinical groups was found in
“disturbances of interpersonal behavior” and “ritualistic and compulsive behaviors”. These

results were discussed in terms of pathogenetic, prognostic, and therapeutic implications.
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