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Reduction of Meanings on Onomatopoeia
in the Case of “Wakuwaku”——

Michiko Nakazato®

ABSTRACT

1 examined how meanings of onomatopoeia have reduced. An actual case of word
“wakuwaku” has been analyzed its synonyms and emotional meanings. Today, “wakuwaku”
means positive emotion for future happenings, but in the Meiji and Taisyo period it meant more
widely and used for the expression of various kinds of felling when ones felt unsettled not only
for future things but also for past things.

There were following three main factors on reduction of the meanings in “wakuwaku”.

1) “Wakuwaku” limited its meaning due to a synonym of “dokidoki”.

2) “Wakuwaku”’s tended to mean a positive emotion, because many other onomatopoeias

exist for negative emotion.

3) “Wakuwaku” limited its usage for emotion, as contrasted with “wanawana” which

limited to physical meaning.

* Division of languages : Department of Japanese Languages
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