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A Survey of English Activities at Public Elementary Schools
Based on a Questionnaire for Participants in a Lecture
for Leaders of English Activities at Elementary Schools

HOJO Reiko® - MATSUZAKI Kunimori®

ABSTRACT

This study investigates how elementary school teachers think about problems with English
activities at public elementary schools and in what contents of in-service training courses they
hope to attend. Questionnaires with a 5-point scale form were given to 32 elementary school
teachers who attended the lecture for leaders of English activities at elementary schools in June
of 2003. The questionnaire consisted of 41 items. 19 out of 41 items asked about the problems
with English activities at elementary schools, while 22 items asked about what contents of
future in-service training the teachers hoped to learn about. The results showed that: (@ As for
the problems with English activities at public elementary schools, the teachers felt they had
neither enough time nor knowledge to create both the curricula and instructional materials for
English activities, and @ The teachers hope to attend in-service training where they can learn
how to effectively utilize chants and games, as well as learn classroom English which is

necessary to practice English activities, especially with ALTs.
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