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Development of International Cooperation on Education
within the Special Education in Japan

Yasushi KAWAT*

ABSTRACT

The present paper focuses on the field of special education in terms of international cooperation on education,
which has been increasing in the midst of the globalization of recent years. Investigation was made of engagements
made hitherto by Japan. The results showed that despite the fact that international education cooperation within special
education is considered to be behind the developments in international cooperation in math and science education, as
Japan entered the 21st century, activities have been performed at the government level, such as the Cooperation Bases
System, International Cooperation Initiative, etc. This investigation made it clear that the scope and coverage of such
governmental activities continue to broaden. The report indicated that remarkable developments can be ascertained
especially in joint cooperative lesson studies, in the support for Japanese teachers working overseas who have been
dispatched as Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV), and in the collection, processing, management, and
communication of information concerning special education. As orientations into the future, suggestions were made
regarding the necessity of such things as the development of international education cooperation that is closely linked
with actual school sites, investigation of initial-period conditions and appropriate matching, increased awareness of
the similarities and differences between special education and ordinary education, a strengthening of the position that
welcomes overseas students for study in Japan, promotion through the cooperation of multiple countries, a raising of the

awareness of persons involved with special education, and an increase of the numbers of researchers, etc.
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