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The Importance of Integrated Arts Study
— The Case of “Expression and Creation” by Junior High School
Attached to Joetsu University of Education —

Noriko TOKIE * - Kiyoshi KOMACHIYA **

ABSTRACT

From 1996 to 2007, the junior high school attached to Joetsu University of Education successfully combined music,
visual arts, and dance with drama. This junior high school established a new subject named “The Course of Expression
and Creation.” It is a combined subject of traditional music and visual arts. The aim of “Expression and Creation” is to
cultivate wide ranges of both creativities and sensitivities to enrich one’s inner world, as well as developing the love for
the art and artistic expressions, through dynamic activities in expression and appreciation of art.

The 9th grade students in the attached junior high school created their own musicals in this subject. According to
the survey in 2006 for the 112 students, they showed that the curriculum of Integrated arts is very effective, not only
in solving updated issues such as Japanese children’ s lack of communication, but also in learning by emotion and will
through their experiences. Thus, the challenge of this new approach which includes various arts genres — music, visual

arts, dance and drama — made Japanese youngsters more creative in many ways.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education ** Meihoku Elementary School





