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The Teaching Academic Japanese Writing
— Through Japanese Language Skill Support for International Students —

Miyuki USUKI *

ABSTRACT

There is no special entrance examination system for International Students in Joetsu University of Education, so
International Students are treated equally as Japanese students. Basically, the university accepts students who have
enough Japanese skills for research activities. This might be one of the reasons why Japanese language education for
International Students has not been much emphasized. However, the fact is that most of International Students seem
to have problems with writing their thesis in their non-native language, which is Japanese. Not only their Japanese
language skills, but also their cultural background and past learning experiences seem to be influenced their work.
Based on the above point, it is suggested that Japanese language education in our university should promote self-
directed & autonomous learning as the basis for research activities and for the students' future planning.

In this paper, at first, the tendency of the problems faced by International Students will be considered. Secondly,
the possible ways of solving their problems will be identified through literature review. Thirdly, the role of Academic

Japanese connected with Academic Writing will be concerned from a new perspective.

* Special Assistant to the President





