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Personal Nominals in Japanese Text :
Person Paradigm and its Hierarchy

Makio NOMURA *

ABSTRACT

In this article, first of all, we confirm the kind of the Japanese person expressions and the type of the novels
regarding the combination of person. The problem is how Japanese person expressions are used in novels. The texts
are investigated from the next viewpoints : 1) the person restriction; 2) the markedness of the predicates; 3) the
centricity of the participant of text. Finally, we argue that the Japanese personal nominals have hierarchy, similar to

universal hypothesis. Our hypothesis is as the following figure.

Person
A
r N
1 st person > 2 nd person > 3 rd person
A A
| s N r N

1 st person pronouns 2 nd person pronouns > Proper nouns 3rd person pronouns > Proper nouns > Kinship terms
(address) Common nouns

(human nouns)
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