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Is the Kingfisher Actually Flying in the Air?
A Pragmatic Analysis of Kawabata Bousha’s

Haiku: “Kawasemi no kage konkonto sakanobori”.

Joji TAKAMOTO*

ABSTRACT

Some critics have pointed out that this haiku has at least two possible readings as
follows:

(a) this kingfisher is flying in the air.

(b) this kingfisher is settling on a bough or a stake.

But, why does this ambiguity occur? Can we determine which reading is more suitable
or sufficient for this haiku?

To answer these questions, using the framework of ‘Relevance Theory’ (Sperber and
Wilson 1986a), I analyze this haiku text and describe following issues from the viewpoint of
linguistic pragmatics.

(1) the interpretive indeterminacy in which the critics have been involved.

(2) the interpretive ambiguity which the adverb ‘konkonto’ may bring in.
(3) the interpretive effects of the reference assignment for the noun ‘kawasemi’.
(4) the interpretive interaction between two inconsistent readings as mentioned above.

* Division of Languages : Department of Japanese Language
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