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Student Worldviews’ Influence on Pet Loss and Pet Funerals

Sadako TOKUMARU® - Hanae SATO™* - Josef GOHORI***

ABSTRACT

Japanese living alone or in nuclear families have begun to think of pets more as "companions” than as mere
animals. The death of companion animals occasions "pet loss”--a term increasingly used in school settings--that creates
"teachable moments” eminently amenable to education about life and death. However, the emotions and worldviews
underlying "pet loss” are not yet adequately understood. This survey was designed to acquire basic knowledge about
pet-loss for its relevance to life and death education.

Our psychological survey divided students’ worldviews into four types: cooperative self-reliant, variable type,
pious, and money-reliant. The cooperative self-reliant type showed more grief at the loss of a pet, as did females.
Roughly 60% agreed with the value of pet funerals; this number was even greater when we scrutinized their open-
ended comments. The pecuniary type most tended to oppose pet funerals. For recovery from grief at the loss of a pet,
"passage of time” was the most often cited reason, but "prior study of pets and pet loss,” and "mental preparedness for
the death of a pet,” were given as reasons that have not appeared in earlier research.

This study related students’ pet-loss to their worldviews, gender, valuing of pet funerals, and prior study of
pets and pet loss. It suggests that the study of pets and pet loss can be an important aspect of education about life and
death.
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