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The Discrepancy between the Adolescents’
and Their Parents’ Cognition of Sex-Roles

Midori OTAKI and Rie KONDOU

ABSTRACT

When there is too big of a discrepancy between the adolescents’ and their parents’
cognition of sex-roles, the adolescents experience many complications about self-desirabil-
ity and social desirability. It is assumed that they probably became emotinally immature
due to the resulting complications. Assuming that the parents were representatives of those
who set the social standards, we investigated the discrepancy between the adolescents’ and
their parents’ cognition of sex-roles. The subjects consisted of 177 high school students (48
males and 129 females) and 354 parents.

The questionaires contained the following 3 scales : 1) evaluation including 36 sex-role
characteristics for males and females, 2) disirability including the same of 1), 3) social-role
attitude including 31 statements regarding male and female in the society. The subjects
rated each one by using a 7-point scale.

The results were summaraized as follows :

1. Three factors in three scales were identified.

o

The desirability of sex-role characteristics for adolescents set by the parents was

higher than that set by the adolescents themselves for all factors.

3. Male adolescents and fathers had more of a classical social-role attitude than
female adolescents and mothers.

4.  The results supported that the male adolescents had more complications regarding

self-desirability and social desirability than the females.



