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Development and Change of Children’s and Their Parents’
Cognition of Sex-Roles

Midori OTAKI and Rie KONDOU

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine how children’s and their parents’ cognition of
sex-roles change depending on the children’s development. The subjects are 545 male and
female students, and their parents. The students self-evaluated their sex-role attitude and its
desirability, parents evaluated their children’s sex-role attitude and its desirability from their
stand point. Also elementary school students and junior high school students guessed how
they would be evaluated by their parents.

The results are as follows:

1. In the self-evaluation, clear progressive change takes place in the both genders.

2. In the mothers’ evalution, there is clear progressive change acknowledged in their sons.

3. Regarding the sex-role attitude which the students think desirable, there is clear
progressive change in the female students.

4. The sex-roles which the mothers think desirable for their children does show a
progressive change.

5. The evalution discrepancy between the children and their parents is the biggest in
elementary school students compared with the other student groups.



