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Social-Role Cognition of Children and Their Parents

Midori OTAKI and Rie KONDOU

ABSTRACT

There were two purposes in this study : the one was to find out the social-role cognition
change along with the children’s age and the other was to find out the correlation between
the parent’s cognition and the children’s.

The subjects were 719 students, including 371 boys and 348 girls, from the 4th grades
to the 11th grades, plus their parents. The survey consisted of 62 questions: 31 regarding
social-role cognition for women and 31 regarding social-role cognition for men. We asked
them to answer the questions using a 7-point scale.

The results were summarized as follows :

1. Three factors were obtained regarding social-role cognition : “equality”, “family life
orientation” and “inequality”.

2. Both boys and girls in junior and senior high school have clearer sociai-role differences
between men and women than those in elementary school.

3. There is a significant difference between boys and girls in junoior and senior high
school regarding women’s social-role, however significant differences regarding the
men’s social-role between boys and girls can be seen only among senior high school
students.

4. There is more significant correlation between senior high school girls and their parents
than senior high school boys and their parents.



