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Children’s Cognition of Causes of Illness

Fumiya OBATA

ABSTRACT

This study investigates children’s cognition of causes of illness. A group of one hundred
seventy five healthy children, aged 7 to 12 years, were asked a series of questions about (1)
Punishment, (2) Germ, (3) Contamination. Results indicated that some elder children remain
to believe illness as punishment of their own behavior, and that the schema of punishment had
some aspects. Though younger children understand the relation between germ and physical
malfunction, their knowledge were insufficient, and with development of whole concepts of
illness, their knowledge about the cause of illness were in confusion. The correct knowledge
about infection might be gained about age 11. About contamination, conceptual change
occured in age 9 to 10. More mature knowledge about contamination(inataernalization)
might be gained about age 11. So there were differnt responses between children who

imaged cancer and cold, that we must be careful to use term “illness” in questionnaire.



