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Children’s Autonomy and Teacher Direction

in the Progressive Kindergarten in America
——What Reforms Have Taken Place in the Froebel’s “Gifts”
Method of Educating Children——

Kimiyo HASHIKAWA

ABSTRACT

The Froebelian kindergarten system was imported from Germany in the mid-nineteenth
century and gradually developed in the United States. Many of the Froebelian kindergartens,
however, grew more formalistic and mechanical in their “gifts” teaching method.

The Froebelians have improved the method by leading the teachers to a better under-
standing of the system of “gifts” and by letting the children manipulate the “gifts” freely.
The progressives have, on the other hand, criticized this teacher-centered method and have
presented two new assumptions: (1) “gifts” are those instruments of expression through which
children reproduce parents’ activities in their home; (2) those activities encourage children’s
thinking and enhance problem sloving skills.

1 shall discuss the method of teaching children’s self-activities, outlining the reforms in
the “gifts” method of teaching in the progressive kindergarten.



