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On the Feature of Hikaru Okiyama’s Theory
of Reading Comprehension

Yasuhiko TsukaDA*

ABSTRACT

In this article, the theory of reading comprehension proposed by Hikaru Okiyama is
discussed since his theory was regarded as one of the most typical hermeneutic reading
comprehension theories that have played a dominant role in reading instruction in Japanese
language. His theory is analyzed using the paradigm that is most frequently used in current
research on reading comprehension. Three significant features are discussed. They are: 1)
emphasis on ‘parole’ rather than on ‘langue’ in a parole/langue dimension; 2) lack of a
paradigmatic way of thinking in a syntagmatic/paradigmatic dimension and 3) a neglect
of the reader’s perspective in the author/reader dimension. Through an analysis of these
features, it can be seen that constructionism should be emphasized more than structuralism
in dealing with the theory of reading comprehension.
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