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Analysis of children’s Images of Father and Mother

Midori OTAKI*

ABSTRACT

This study was made to clarify children’s images of their father and mother, and to find
out the correlation between children’s gender cognition of their own and of others. The
following results were obtained through interviews with 2,3 and 4-year-old children, divided
into 2 groups (group A: from 25 to 42 months old, group B: from 43 to 55 months old ), as well
as university students for comparison: the pictures showing opposite pairs of concrete images
such as "big and small” and abstract images such as "confronting and avoiding” were shown
to them to find out their images of their father and mother, their images of boys and girls,
their gender cognition of their own and of others and its constancy. Children’s distinctive
images of their father and mother are clearly formed on the concrete images, but not on the
abstract images. This tendency is more conspicuous among the children in group A. The
distinctive gender images of boys and girls are formed significantly later than those of father
and mother among the children in group A. This is found in both opposite pairs of concrete
and abstract images. Gender cognition of their own and that of others are formed when
children are 43 months old or older. The constancy of gender cognition of others regardless
of their appearances is formed when children are 55 months old or older, while the constancy
of gender cognition of themselves, in other words their own gender is fixed and has not
changed and will not for life, is formed when they are 43 months old or older.
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