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Actual situation of primary school teachers for field
observations in Science education

Yujiro MITSUHASHI* + Masahiko NAKAMURA **

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to examine the science units and causes for primary school teachers not
conducting field observations in the Science education. Results of a questionnaire survey given to 826 teachers working
in public primary schools revealed that about 90% of them made the field observation in 12 of 14 units. However, they
had difficulty in the teaching at the two units of Earth science, the study of the moon and stars, and the earth. Gender,
age, and the confidence of teachers had no influence on the actual practice of the field observation.The teachers had
many problems in doing the field observation. The most problem was a lack of knowledge and teaching techniques.
This paper suggests that it is important to acquire the knowledge and teaching techniques of field observation while in

college.

* Nakazawa Junior High School, Kanagawa **Natural and living Science



