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Children’s Perceptions of Their Friends and Self

Kanjiro NAKAYAMA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to collect various descriptive statements to friends and self
in fifth- and sixth-grade children. It was also aimed to find any characteristic perceptions
corresponding to children’s motivational orientations.

213 boys and girls were asked to remember three of their best friends and to freely write
down five descriptive statements to each of them. Then they wrote down another five
statements to describe themselves.

As a result, wide range of statements from peripheral features to dispositional
characteristics were collected. Amog these, statements referring to behaviors and to charac-
teristics were most frequently used.

Comparisons amog children in four motivational types showed that two socially oriented
groups stated their intimate relationships to friends, whereas less oriented group (both social
and task-orientation were low) stated less frequently and negative statements were
dominant.

Self-perception tended to be more negative than perception of friends. Girls tended to
state intimate relationsips to friends, whereas boys stated some impressions of their friends
in daily activities.

These results largely supported previous studies on the development of person
perception.
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