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Development of language assessment test

for the hearing-impaired children ( 2 )

Toshihiro AGATSUMA

ABSTRACT

Many institutes for the hearing-impaired children are using the tests which were devel-
oped for children with no hearing problem. It has been said that a language assessment test
should be developed according to the unique characteristics of the hearing-impaired children.

The Japanese GAEL TEST was made tentatively as a Japanese version of the GAEL
TEST (Grammatical Analysis of Elicited Language) which was developed at the CID in
America. The idea and the test procedures of the Japanese GAEL TEST were established
basically from the original GAEL TEST. The Japanese GAEL TEST consists of two
sub-tests according to the age of the children. They are GAEL Level 1 for preschool
children and_GAEL Level 2 for elementary children.

Thirty-three hearing-impaired children aged 4 to 6 took Japanese GAEL TEST Level 1.
The following results were found;

1. The children could concentrate their attention to the test because the test was
administered individually.
2. The administrator could assess the abilities without being influenced by the poor percep-
- tion and pronunciation of hearing-impaired children because the test was carried out in
a conversational style.
The vocabulary and grammatical knowledge were assessed.
4. The test could determine the differences in a short period of time.

Then some of the test items and procedures were partially reformed to be more

appropriate for the hearing-impaired young children.



