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The Acquisition of Searching Plans in Constructional Activity
in Mentally Retarded Children

Shigeji OHBA

ABSTRACT

The development of constructional activity was examined from the viewpoint of the acquis-
ition of spatial searching plans to get the positional relationships between constructional elements.
In Exp.. I for the purpose of investigating the latent searching ability, the task to construct a
human face as a constructional task and the tasks to detect a blank element or to extract
instructed elements as perceptual tasks were given to mildly and moderately mentally retarded
children. The result showed that the children who searched only a few trials in the constructional
task could make active searches in perceptual tasks. In Exp. II educational assistance through
verbal instructions and VTR was given to two mentally retarded children in a constructional task.
By the assistance their constructional activities were improved. These findings suggested that
dynamic representation, in which constructional process was imaged, was necessary to con-

structional activity in addition to searching plans.



