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An Empirical Study on the Cloze Procedure:
A Relationship between Learner Characteristics
(Personality and IQ) and Cloze Tests

Reiko HOJO

ABSTRACT

In previous research (Hojo; 1990, 1989) on cloze tests with Japanese junior and senior
high school students, data included cognitive variables, such as IQ and cognitive styles, in
learner characteristics. However, little reseach has been done on learners’ affective
variables, such as personality and motivation. Thus, in the most recently conducted
experiment, additional affective variables were included, namely, extraversion and
introversion.

The purpose of this study was to investigate whether, in answering cloze tests, there were
differences in information use between extraverted and introverted learners, and also
between students with higher IQ’s and those with lower IQ’s.

The experiment was conducted in February, 1991, with eighty-six junior high school
students. They were given two types of cloze tests with twenty blanks each, namely, a
traditional type and a scrambled type. Both tests were scored using the Exact Word Method.
Learner personality data on extraversion/introversion was gathered from the results of the
Career Planning for Junior High-school Inventory (CPJ-1) (by Nihon Bunka Kagakusha),
which was administered at the above junior high school in September, 1990. Data was
analyzed using ANOVA.

The results showed that students with higher 1Q’s made better use of information in both
scrambled and traditional cloze tests and that they also made better use of information in the
traditional cloze test than in the scrambled cloze test. However, there were no differences in
using information between extraverted learners and introverted learners.



