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R, FHOBETRIEDENTEZ ENTE, :

Ll, HEXZOhBL5 kb3 k, FELDELBBRAFERCZITARLR
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EHRREL T Wileb3Tilkihroledd, BEELRZOBOTF LI ThHoTclcd, ERFER
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Historical Development of Education for
the Visually Handicapped in Great Britain

Yasushi KAWAI

ABSTRACT

The first school for the blind in Great Britain was established by Henry Dannet in
Liverpool in 1871. The Liverpool foundation was quickly followed by other private ventures.
But these institutions were solely concerned to provide vocational training for the future
employment, and relied upon the profits from their workshop. The first senior school for the
blind had been founded in 1866 in at Worcester and named “College for the Blind Sons of
Gentlman”.

The Education Act 1870, 1876, and 1880 introduced compulsory education but exempted
handicapped children. The Royal Commission on the Blind and Deaf was constituted in 1886
and reported in 1889. It recommended the introduction of compulsory education for the blind
from five to sixteen. The Commission’s report was well received. In Scotland legislation
quickly followed in 1890, but three years elapsed before England and Wales were similarly
covered by the Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act of 1893. As the
Commission had recommended, blind children were to receive education between the ages of
five and sixteen. Certified institutions were entitled to receive a per capita Parliamentary
grant for each child but had to be open to inspection. The new Act meant that all blind
children would in future be sent to school as of right. Provision for blind children’s education
had been a statutory duty of the school authorities since 1893 and by 1902 most of the
children were receiving education, in maintained schools or in voluntary schools or
institutions.

The first provision for partially sighted children was made by the London County Council
in 1907. Nursery education for blind children originated in 1918 when the Royal National
Institute for the Blind opened the first of its residential Sunshine Homes for deprived blind
children. In 1921 the Institute also founded Chorleywood College as a secondary school for
blind girls.

The Education Act 1944 and the related Regulations defined 11 categories of the
handicapped pupils and divided the blind and the partially sighted. Educational provisions for
the visually handicapped were very diverse according to the age and the severity of visual
handicap.



