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Children’s Motivational Orientations and
Their Perceived Competence and Control

Kanjiro NAKAYAMA*

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to clarify how children’s motivational orientations correlated
with thier perceived competence and control. A self-report measure of perceived compe-
tence and control was constructed and administered to 217 fifth graders, and was correlated
to their social and task-orientations.

Correlational analyses showed that children’s perceived competence in cognitive and
social domain were closely related to their motivational orientations to corresponding
domain. Cognitive competence also correlated to social orientation. These results support-
ed the active involvement of the social orientation to children’s academic achievement.

In their perceived control, HL group (social orientation being dominant) tended to be
controled by powerful others. While HH group (both orientations being high) was found
to have the most autonomic and adaptive control style, less-task-oriented group (i. e'., HL
and LL group) showed less involvement to their success and failure in academic tasks.
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