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Method of Loci in Macroscopic Time concept Teaching

Jun NISHIKAWA

ABSTRACT

Recent studies have begun to study scientifically the ancient art of artificial memory in
which first a set of place is memorized, and later things or words to be memorized are “put
in those place with images”. This is called the method of loci. When the method is properly
used, recall of long lists of words in nearly perfect with a single presentation.

In this study, the method of loci was used to memorize lists of macroscopic time
concepts. The subjects (Ss) were 129 lower secondary school students. Ss heard a list of
times : appearance of dinosaurs, appearance of variety mammals, appearance of mankind
and building a pyramid. Ss were told to form an image of each locus-item pair. In two
weeks later, Ss’ memory were tested. Results of the experiments showed that Ss could -
recall not only a order, but also their magnitude.



