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Children's Activity of Creating Story Picture Books and
Teacher's Assistance in a Kindergarten
Class of Five-Year-Olds

Ryohei MARUYAMA™ and Hidetomo KOBAYASHI**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to make investigations into features of children's creating
story picture books and their teacher's assistance in a kindergarten class of five-year-olds.

We observed five-year-old students in a kindergarten class create story picture books
spontaneously, and this activity was then analyzed. At first, one of the authors prepared
story picture books and showed them to the students in his class. Afterwards, several of the
children spontaneously and voluntarily began creating their own picture books. In spite of
the fact that Japanese hiragana had not been taught, the children wrote the stories in hiragana
diligently for two months or more.

The contents of the picture books that the children produced and the features of the
assistance the teacher offered were analyzed. Furthermore, the conditions and teacher
assistance that prompted the children to voluntarily write the story picture books were
considered.

* Division of Early Childhood Education
**  Kindergarten Attached to Joetsu University of Education



