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A Philosophical Consideration of Developmental Scheme
from Heteronomy to Autonomy in Moral Education

Yasunari HAYASHI*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to examine a developmental scheme from heteronomy
to autonomy from a philosophical point of view. First of all, Piaget's genetic epistemology is”
examined. Secondly, Kohlberg's theory of moral development which is a sophisticated version
of Piaget's theory is investigated. Thirdly, Gilligan's and Noddings's theory of caring ethics as
a antithesis to a theory of moral development is examined. Fourthly, because above-mentioned
theorists neglect a perspective of social relations, Bull's theory which includes a socionomy as
one state of moral development and Wallon's criticism that Piaget's theory does not treat a
social relation are mentioned. Fifthly, Phenix's and Tillich's ideas to imagine a developmental
scheme from autonomy to heteronomy are examined. As a result, it is pointed out that there is
no reason to believe that a developmental scheme from heteronomy to autonomy is valid. But
this does not mean that the scheme is completely negated. It just means that many types of
developmental scheme are equally assertable.
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