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+ p<0.1, * p<0.05, ** p<0.01
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Social Signification of Cultural Capital for Today's

University Students
— An Analysis of Survey Results in Kansai and Hokuriku-Joetsu Districts —

Atsumi OMAE*

ABSTRACT

In this paper, our concern is to consider social signification of cultural capital for
Japanese university students today, according to survey results in Kansat and Hokuriku-Joetsu
districts in 2002. As many developed countries, the expansion of higher education has changed
student life such as "student consumerism", "commercialization of university", etc. Referring to
a national survey in France by Observatoire national de la Vie Etudiante (OVE), we analyzed
the same questions about cultural activities in relation to social origins, leaning experiences
and present student life. The acquired experiences and the commitment to university life
make progress in legitimate cultural activities, while the "Arubaito" part time jobs have an
effect on popular culture. It follows that cultural capital is accumulated by "distance from

necessity" which results mainly from school and university effects rather than social origins.



