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A Study on the Distribution of Factories in
the Joetsu District, Niigata Prefecture

——FEspecially Consumers’ Goods Industry——

Takayuki AKAHANE

SUMMARY

This study aims at an analysis of the distribution of factories which are concerned with
consumers’ goods industry in the Joetsu district. Following results were made clear by this
study. The consumers’ goods industry in this district are divided into three types. They are
the near necessary industry, the local materials-located industry and the local industry, namely,
“Jiba sangyo”. The near necessary industry includes most of foods and kindred products, sliding
doors and screens, miscellaneous furniture and fixtures, lumber and wood products, paper con-
tainers, printing and allied industry, cement and its products, stone products, fabricated construc-
tional metal products, working tools, ship building and repairing, miscellaneous manufacturing
industries such as straw mat and sign board.

The local materials-located industry includes processings of mountain vegetables and sea-
food products, rice cake, wine, drugs and medicines, a part of lumber, furniture, thin width-
woven fabric, ski belong to the local industry. In regard to the distributive form of factories,
the factories of the near necessary industry are scattered according to the distribution of needs
or populations. Therefore, though factories crowd in the central town that is the Joetsu City,
they are dispersed in the rural area. The factories of the local materials-located industry are
located on material sites or sites which are convenient to gather materials. Consequently, the
factories of mountain vegetables are located among the mountains. The factories of seafood
products are located on the seaside. The factories of rice cake, drugs and medicines are located
nearby main routes or in the central town.

The factores of the local industry concentrate and form a groupe. Consequently, the fac-
tories of furniture, thin width-woven fabric, ski are centralizated to the central town. In this
way, as regards the distributive forms of the consumers’ goods industry, except the local
materials-located industry which is located according to the distribution of materials, one form
which is scattered accrding to needs is that factories crowd in the central town and are dis-
persed in the rural area. Another form is the factories are concentrated in the ccntral town.
Therefore, after all, the composition of the district that farm villages and mountain villages are
scattered around the central town is reflected in the distributive form of factories. I think,
these three types of the consumers’ goods industry which are different on the distrbutive form
are not only related to the orientation to material sites or markets by the viewpoint of economic
location theory, but also related to the historical differentiation in the development of local-
from old times-consumers’ goods industry.



