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A Study on the Distribution of Factories
in the Joetsu District, Niigata Prefecture

——Producers’ Goods Industry

Takayuki AKAHANE

SUMMARY

This study aims at an analysis of the distribution of factories which are concerned with
producers’ goods industry in the Joetsu district. Following results were made clear by this
stuby. Factories of the producers’ goods industry are classified into four types. They are
the local material-oriented industry, the electric power-oriented industry, the market-
oriented industry and the labor-oriented industry. The local material-oriented industry
includes chemicals and allied products, ceramics such as cement and firebricks. Electric
power-oriented industry includes non-ferrous metals and steel works such as smelting,
casting, rolling. These two types are carbide chemicals and electrothermic electrolysis
industries. The market-oriented industry includes agricultural machinery and equipment,
briquettes and briquette balls. The labor-oriented industry includes parts industries of
industrial machinery, electrical machinery, transportation equipment and precision machin-
ery. And this type industry includes knitting mills, apparel and other finished products
made from fabrics, leather products, handbags, thoug these belong to consumers’ goods
industry.

In regard to the distributive form of factories, the factories of the local material-
oriented industry and the electric power-oriented industry are located on material sites or
past electric power sites or sites which are convenient to transpot. These factories are
located on the principal positions in this district. The factories of the market-oriented
industry are located in the central town or the town near the seaport. The factories of the
labor-oriented industry are scattered according to the distribution of laborers, especially
cheap laborers. Therefore, though factories crowd in the central town, they are dispersed
in the rural area widely.



