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The Life and Consciousness of Metal Flatware Industry
in Tsubame City

Takashi YASUDA*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the paper is to consider (1) the structural characteristics, (2) the process
of the formation of the metal flatware industry, (3) the subjective conditions and the
consciousness of the employers, analysing the domestic and foreign situations to this industry,
which is the most traditional branch of industries in Tsubame city, Niigata prefecture. All
these things make clear that metal flatware industry has lowered the industrial weight and
shifted to the domestic needs, though that beginning had been a export indusry, arised from
a strong yen rate in several times, from recent catching-up of China and Nies countries with
Japanese and domestic recession after the prosperity of “a boom”.

The structure of these factories is pyramidal in the capital and employee, and depends
on the social system of division of labour. The high shipment is determined by the number of
employee and the time of the beginning of these factories. The export ratio has decreased
rapidly.

It is characteristic of metal flatware that it has been formed by recruitment from the this
branch of those Tsubame industries and by the tradition. It has completely took off from
agriculture.

The alternation of generations is smoothly achieved and the working hours in every day
and month are long, and the days off have been increased. Some of the factories have suffered
slight damage from this recession to dismiss under 100 employees.

The catching-up of China has shocked many of the employers, and the some, 55 fac-
tories=20%, have their intention to go out business and the others, as contrasted with the
former, get commercialization of new products.

Now, metal flatware industry has necessarily (1) to shift the market to the domestic
needs and (2) to place it new system of international division of labour, in short, “the

restructure”.

*
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