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Relationships between sense of community and interactions
in classroom: Analyses of social supports

Ryoko KOSHI*

ABSTRACT

This study focused on the quality of classroom interactions among junior high school students’ (N =275) in order to
examine their sense of “community.” Three scales were employed: a sense of community in the classroom, social supports for
classroom interactions, and the school adjustment. Factor analyses showed that a sense of community in the classroom was
divided into active collaboration and independence, and the school adjustment was composed of friendship, sense of
belongingness, and motivation for learning. In addition, partial correlation analyses indicated that students’ active collaboration
was positively correlated to support providing in the classrooms with a higher sense of community, and friendship was also
correlated to support providing, but with a lower sense of community. These results suggested the importance of not only

increasing students’ school adjustment, but also facilitating to develop their sense of community in the classroom.
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