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Cooperation between a Kindergarten and an Elementary School
in the case of the Affiliated Schools of Akashi Women's Normal School

—How Kindergarten Teachers Responded to Montessori Method and its Influence on the Curriculum—
Hideki SUGIURA*

ABSTRACT

The Affiliated Kindergarten and Elementary School of Akashi Women’s Normal School is famous for its innovative
education that the principal Heiji Oikawa led in the Taisho era. There we can find evidence of interactive cooperation on school
duties and training undertaken between the kindergarten and elementary school since 1904, and the practical attempt to link the
curricula of both institutions had been carried out since 1924, through adopting project method. The purpose of this study is to
illuminate the process of the practice that took place through cooperation of both affiliated schools.

In 1912, “Montessori Method” was introduced to Japan, and Oikawa expected this method could be applied to the
curriculum of the Affiliated Kindergarten, because its principles seemed close to those of his “Dynamic Education Theory”. He
introduced and studied this method with kindergarten teachers to improve the curriculum. In this paper, the original ideas of
kindergarten education the teachers had had before being introduced to the “Montessori Method” and its features, and the
process of the introduction and their study of this method is described. Finally, the essence of this kindergarten curriculum after

their study is illuminated, and the significance for Oikawa, in relation to the later adoption of project method, is examined.

* School Education



