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The world of play enacted by the hands of children

—Case studies of hand’s movements of 5-year-old children engaging in symbolic play

Taku KOUSOKABE*

ABSTRACT

This study intends to find out how infants use hand movements while playing, figuring out the movements and its
characteristics first. Then, based on the case studies of 5-year-old children engaging in symbolic play, this study examines the
role of hand movements playing on children’s interaction during playing. As result, it is revealed that the hands of the infants
move to things or people and that: (1) it is possible to observe the developmental changes or changes in attitudes through the
hand movements of infants; (2) hand movements affect children’s interaction, such as attracting attention from others or
representing their own psychology. Furthermore, in the case studies of 5-year-old children engaging in symbolic play, it is
revealed that infants establish 'perceive-act’ cycle to themselves, others and things by moving their hands while playing and
enact their own world of play.

* School Education



