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A Study of Curriculum Guidelines in Indonesian Special Schools
as Seen from a Comparison with Those of Japan

Yasushi KAWAT*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of Indonesian curriculum guidelines through the comparison
of the curriculum guidelines of Indonesian and Japanese special schools. The targets were students with mild intellectual
disabilities and hearing impairments, of which there are many in Indonesia’s special schools. The results of the analysis revealed
that (1) in Indonesia, curriculum guidelines are separated by the type of disability; (2) no cross-sectional descriptions in common
with general guidelines of Japanese curricula are observed, and the focus is on separating the goals and contents of subjects by
disability; (3) religion and civic education are positioned as subjects, and both of these subjects serve as a foundation for other
subjects; (4) compared to Japan, there are many items of education and they are described in detail; (5) for students with
intellectual disabilities, while in Japan the content of subjects is shown in steps, in Indonesia it is shown in each grade; and (6)
the method of placing weight on music education for deaf students is different, etc. In the future, when international education
cooperation is promoted for Indonesia, it is necessary that it be based on these characteristics.

* Clinical Psychology, Health Care and Special Support Education



