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Change of Intellectual development of Very Preterm infants

Yuko KOBAYASHI*

ABSTRACT

This study investigated that change of Intellectual development about very preterm infants who had been tested
WISC- I at 6 and 9 age. 23 children who were born in 1997-2002 and whose gestation were less than 28 weeks
participated. The scores compared that of 6 age to 9 age , about Verbal IQ (VIQ), Performance IQ (PIQ), Full-score IQ
(FIQ), Verbal Comprehension (VP), Perceptual Organization (PO), Freedom from Distractibility (FD), Processing
Speed (PS), and scores of 12 sub-tests. The median of each scores were analyzed with Mann-Whitney’s U test. In these
results, the scores of VC, PS and 2 sub-tests (“arithmetic” and “Symbol Search”) were increased at 9 aged. Moreover,
the groups separated in respect to the gestation (over or less than 25 weeks), and compared the scores of these groups.
The results showed that the differences of scores of VIQ, FIQ, VC, FD and two sub-tests (“Information” and “Symbol
Search”) between two groups were significant. It suggested that very preterm infants are likely to increase the ability
about attention and visual discrimination in school-age, but to continue have difficulty about visual cognition such as
figure construction.

Otherwise, the speculation was provided that the less gestation influence verbal developmental delay at 6 age,

but the delay would be caught up at 9 age.

* Clinical Psychology, Health Care and Special Support Education



