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A Study on How Students at a Teacher Training University

View Children (2)
—Why Do the Students Feel Children Are lovely? —

Chinatsu YOSHIZAWA® « Midori OTAKI**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to clarify how the students of a teacher training university feel about children. The text
mining method was used to analyze the data. This study focused on the word “kawaii” (“lovely”). The results of the study were
as follows:

(1) At present and in the past, students who like children tend to use “kawaii” when describing children more than students
who dislike children.

(2) Many students who use the word “kawaii” to describe children at present like children. However, the students who do not
use the word “kawaii” when describing children do not necessarily dislike children; they may have pleasant feeling about their
relationship with children. Moreover, the students who used “kawaii” when describing children in the past felt them to be
“kawaii” based on the experiences of children’s adoring the students.

(3) The students who use “kawaii” describing children at present feel happy because in the past they had the experience of
being adored by children when they were young. Also, the students felt as if they were grown-ups when they were adored by

children. Furthermore, the students felt that they had some positive influence on the children.
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