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Research on Labor and Technology Education in Tianjin City, China
—Focusing on Labor and Technology Education Centers for Elementary School Children—

Ziye LI* + Kai WANG™"

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses how Labor and Technology Education Centers for Elementary School Children have been established
and operated, as well as the current situation of labor and technology education, and tries to identify issues in promoting
technology education in China, based on a field investigation work. The investigation clarified the following: The Center system
effectively provides elementary school children with labor and technology education while closing gaps which exist between
regions, and carries important roles to play, such as providing venues for regular training for school teachers, development of
teaching materials and lesson studies, and promoting collaboration with local communities.

Meanwhile, there are the following three issues involved: (1)Centers should collaborate more closely with schools, in order
to ensure that lessons given by the Centers and schools be better coordinated for relevance and systematic relationships;
(2)Content of education provided by the Centers is expected to be improved, with more focus on the production process instead of
simply concentrating on production of products or works; and (3)Teachers of the Centers are extremely busy with pressing

duties, and increase in teachers and facilities seems exigent.
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