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A Study on the Evolution of the Meaning of Design
in Art Education

Yasushi ABE* * Toshio NISHIMURA *

ABSTRACT

The term of design appeared for the first time in the course of study of 1958 versions. However, the term of
design is not used in the course of study for elementary schools (art and handicraft) of the version in 2011 fiscal year.
Details that the term and the concept “Design” have appeared in the art education are researched. However, it is a
problem of another dimension that the term of design is not used for new the course of study for elementary schools
(art and handicraft) . Certainly, the term of design disappeared from a new the course of study for elementary schools
(art and handicraft) . However, the term of design having disappeared from the course of study for elementary schools
(art and handicraft) doesn’t necessarily disregard “Design”.

However, a new problem occurs here. It was born the necessity clarified renewing the meaning of the design in
the art education. The purpose of this paper is to examine the meaning of the design in the art education by comparing

the descriptions concerning the design of the past course of study for elementary schools (art and handicraft).

* Music, FineArts and Physical Education



