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Phenomenology of Keiko

—Microanalysis of the training of Noh-dance

Kyo TAMAMURA™

ABSTRACT

In this article, we investigated Japanese traditional view of education through the observation of the training
process of the Japanese traditional performing arts, by looking and interpreting what is going on there, by making, so
to speak, an ethnographic note on keiko. One of the characteristics of the Japanese traditional performing arts is that
they have peculiar way of thinking as to what it means to be “capable” of something. Being incapable of something does
not necessarily mean lack of ability; it might mean to be capable of something else. That is; the relation between
“capable / incapable” is unique in the Japanese traditional performing arts. We tried to show this by analyzing the

confusion experienced during a lesson (keiko) by a learner of Noh dance.
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