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A Point of View on Regional Geography

Yukihiko OHDAKE

ABSTRACT

It is not so easy to define the field of regional geography, but its aim can be indicated to learn
the human life, climate, landform and various industries on a certain land. In Japan, the research
of general geography is progressed and extremely specialized. On the contrary, the research of
regional geography is not accepted in a kindly meaning. There are many geographers in the
world, whose life works are to write the regional geography such as the French School.

By the way, many people have the curiosity to know unfamiliar lands even if they don’t
understand the geography. The reasons are as follows: 1) A country exists in relation with
another countries; 2) The oppotunity to go abroad has been everyday affairs and popularized; 3)
The business works in foreign countries are spreading even for the employees of minor enterprises.
Therefore, the following points should be learned in regional geography: 1) Various kinds of
value judgements exist in the world, and have their own value systems; 2) We must acquire the
sense of a cosmopolitan; 3) The research on the concept of region is required to be more deepened.

As concerns the application of regional geography, the next three points of view are proposed.
Firstly, regional geography is necessary for the geographers of natural features to know the
landscape, the environment and the components of region.

Secondly, regional geography is able to contribute to the understanding of different cultures.
As it is said that human being is a God-sent child of the natural features, the effect of the
environment to mankind cannot be denied even in the age of internationalization.

Thirdly, the concept of espace vécu is effective to the reflection on region. Espace vécu is
the product of phenomenology and can be defined by the man’s sphere of daily activity in con-
sideration of the distance and the time of one person.

In conclusion, regional geography is utilized in different fields and relates to the various
phenomena of the region.
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