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The Problem of Nature’s Role in
Life Environment Studies

Megumi KoBayASHI*

ABSTRACT

The present society is deprived of nature. We can think of nature as; 1) The external
aspect of nature as enviroment, 2) The internal aspect of nature, 3) the nature as a way of
living.

In the educational field, the nature process in which the children should grow up is
changing with the emphasis on career oriented education.

The distortion caused by society which is losing its nature, is revealed in the educational
scene.

In order to solve these problems, 40 years after world war I, various subjects were
integrated and appeared as a new subject called “seikatsuka” or “life environment studies” .
That is social studies and science in the first and second years of the elementary school
became life environment studies.

In life environment studies, nature is approached with a deeper meaning than before.
The students not only observe, but they enjoy nature and aim to express their feelings through
words, paintings, action, and drama.

In the early 20th century, J.Dewey tried a new method called “occupation” , which was
the origin of life environment studies, at the experimental school attached to Chicago
University (the so called Dewey School). Dewey aimed to study while playing, to work while
studying and to study through working . In other words his idea was that play , work and
study are integrated and one thing.

But at the same time, we must not forget that 100 years have passed since Dewey opened
his school. Our age is moving from an industrial society to an information oriented society.
At this time it is important to take a look at nature not only to our children but also for all
men and women. Here we see the deep receiving of nature in life environment studies.
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