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A conceptual change in “theory of mind” :
From universalism to sociocultural construction

Mika NAITO
Joetsu University of Education

We discuss a conceptual change in children’s social understanding or “theory of mind.” First,
it is pointed out that the theory of mind literature arising from cognitive psychology started from
the premise that it is an intrinsic, universal cognitive ability, and hence that the existing (. e,
Western) theories concerning the ability lacked a sociocultural perspective on the varying
processes and endpoints of its construction. In evaluating these theories, the author reviews the
performance of Japanese children carrying out the false belief and other related tasks that have
long been considered the “litmus test” of the theory of mind acquisition. Itis concluded that there
is littele justification for considering these tasks as the litmus test of the ability and that future
directions in the study of social understanding require the social, cultural, and historical
consciousness of Japanese and Western folk psychologies.
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T, B2 SHEETWEbIFTOEHC R HEIC
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—H, AFBET2E&4 T, BERRLELD
BEE V) BOROBERIEMAAD» S I, FRED
HTFELNERT HRELHIREIR, EAR
D BEES" A, BOBELLID LTAHF
D BR v 2HEEICH A EHBEASNS
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E~OHEBEDITIE, FAROBRESICLBEMETF
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WRFERHEDL, 3512k, ERLAWEOHRIZ
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LBEICESTWHEDTHD,
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REROB AL LOBRIEDIZLALIE, 4, 5
BEOBESHMRIETEREELTBY, #hi
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RKEBERBSENIE (0oF ), BELEMIITH
i) 5,6 REBICHREBEOBRB RHERATRE
(Sullivan, Zaitchik, & Tager-Flusberg, 1994) & #&
SN TLURE, 13&AEKREIEZ
AH (2010) 220 2 ROFIFVRECHES
BL 5 2BEOBRETHN . F0O12IFFHKT
bEICIEBEABT A EEINL2KREESHE
(Sullivan et al, 1994) T&H > 72e T DOBRETIT
FANGPHFEZZE T 20D s (B ZIL
K) 2L, HPEPOEKIIOWTEHELIZR
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EIDNIE, EARI, HFEEELABMATHS
LBoTwahiHERE, FELDOHREIL FA
BOPAEEZ BN THIE, Tabb, B
®ﬁﬁrﬁiéﬁ$®ﬂﬁuowfwikﬂmﬂ
2% BRNLERTH D, FBEAI—Y—
_u,fkﬂﬁﬁiuhx%ﬁ@ot EER AL
BELDOTRERPEINTBY, BHEADIR
BEIZIE3ATHE, CHIZHMLDII1IDD2K
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REEE LR THRLER M OBV
BETHo72. B (1K) OREESBEETIE,
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LU 2REBETE, PrEd L Tws AP&R
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LWIHAEFRTEEZ D, TIT, WEB LY
DODANBE, EARPYPLFETOREZLLE S 2
EFEDILBRDIDOTH L, ZOREBEREL,
LRI OBEI R T EARDHFIZDOW
TOHFAYORELEZBFRIZENRD 2 KRE
EoTWwWb, LAL, BHEAWIZZ AZEITTX
MR1EHR D /RO 1 REFEEIL, FARPBEZR
TV WHBHRDS M 5725 T, NEHEARMIT ]
VEREELIZEAEE DL RV,
FRRORREM L ) Bimh ok, REICK
AEFRVR, 72 ZENH-TD, KEHRIUK
BERAEENTHERLULEEH O L D EVWRECH
PHRIEEEZT2ERTE LD, £ Thn
BELYVLHEEIESZLEFHETESE, LHLS
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BHEOHLH 2WEEL Y D —B L THREIMEDI o
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72%)‘0 720
HIZEELIX, RESHEMEL L HITKERY
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F72 (Naito & Seki, 2009) » S BEDOHFZIIHT L
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D LOEREREFr REFATH Y, M
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720 FAAVZ-BBED 1 DI, R LAXRESRD D
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Thbh, b)) 121, HELLEFESVEIRR
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bblEz N, KLLEIEERLDRPTOERE
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N) ERRICFHEREITo 720 M SHEIH
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EL, WETOEALAYRLEZEBTERE (B2
ML AHEIR) PEWRE BIE, HEISH
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Twah, BILUSWEXRICESTAERL (2
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FORANERL-OTHE, FOLT, EAL
OFLE, HHETHIZECERWTNOOEIRE
WKL 2oXRLERTRELE, FELPKEIT
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TEIWRELSHERBLREEBOBEOMEY R,
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FEAERL, EARDERREESNELRLE, W
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Lf‘Aﬂoﬁ’owfwﬁﬁ%%%u,ﬁ%m
KESTIETEE B V. SEEE T, &9
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6B TITAHBEE T, FReLEMALTH 8K
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MREBICZ o TENENREL LR ENT
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BeoBRL ) IEROERLEZOND D)
L OO BEROBRYED 5, BoBRICIEE
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W BDITR L, SR OS FIEICED R
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EFEREV, ZOZLE—KEMERL TSP,
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BIORITICHAWLNTWBIZTE RV, LAL
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F21E, HEAOLOBED, EEMICAE
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ERPLPEANT “PEbLRV EFELALD, ‘b
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B TREL, HFEOBRALAErEEL
TOMPIERLEL)E L, TOZEIEFE SIS,
ERFEZOLONEDAF LNV TOEKRD,
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C HoThH, BARAIZEoTRHLETRDLNT
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YavERNERHRLLIETH LW ERDS
BLDOTIERVHPEEZOLNEDTH S,
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(B 21E, BEFI, 2006 ; Tomasello et al, 2005) o *t
ARIBULE O IR R 23T IR B R v MK
B NGO B GHEZE AR, Fae NEN
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F LW IR ZIETE, ZORMHRIIN - 72 LB
WD EFIRE - LA DFEDE 2 HDRIE,
ZLTZ) LM EE (MR, 2009) OF
®IzH BES CFKRICER (indigenous) 7% H ik
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