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ABSTRACT

This article, consisting of four parts, discussed the movement of
introducing English as a subject into public elementary schools in Japan.
First, a quick historical review was made concerning how English
conversation activities came to be started at public elementary schools in
April of 2002, as a subcategory of International Understanding, which is one
of the optional areas of the Period for Integrated Study. Second, the main
features of five public elementary schools as Research and Development
Schools on introducing English as a subject, currently appointed by Monbu
Kagaku Sho, were listed. Third, several points, which seem useful for
considering the introduction of English as a subject, were pointed out based
on the cases of two elementary schools, where English has been taught as a
subject. One is a Japanese private elementary school in Tokyo metropolitan
area, while the other is a public elementary school in Tianjin city in
China. Finally, based on the present situation of English classes discussed
in the second and third parts of this article, some implications were made
which would be crucial to promote English as a subject successfully among

Japanese public elementary schools in future.
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