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A Survey of English Activities at Public Elementary Schools
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Abstract

Though introducing English into public elementary schools has been
a recent nationwide issue, little research has been conducted on what
parents of elementary and junior high school students who have or
have not experienced English activities at elementary séhools think
about it. With the cooperation of the Educational Board of Shonan
Town, this study was conducted in December of 2002 in Shonan Town
(currently Kashiwa City since April, 2005) in Chiba Prefecture. 937
parents of sixth graders of elementary schools and parents of first and
second graders of junior high schools in the town participated and
answered the questionnaires in the survey. The results showed that
the parents of children of different school levels showed the same
tendencies in their attitudes toward English activities at elementary
schools. Among all the results, they strongly agreed with letting
their children experience English activities at elementary schools.
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