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Examining educational effects of a group approach in
university classes

Hiromasa OHBA*

ABSTRACT

This study examined educational effects of simulated trial classes with student groups based on the group approach (i.c.,
Structured Group Encounter) on the basis of Tanaka (2007). More specifically, this study was conducted with the intention of
forming human relations and activating simulated trial classes with student groups in the class titled "Teaching English as a
Foreign Language (TEFL)”, which was a required subject for obtaining the teacher’s license of the foreign language (English)
for a junior and a senior high school. After all simulated trial classes finished, a total of 27 third-year undergraduate and
postgraduate students were given a questionnaire that covered the following: 1) an understanding of the class and its
significance, 2) the recognition for the class formation, 3) group activities and 4) the satisfaction with the class. As a result, a
considerably affirmative evaluation was provided on most items. However, students did not seem to be very satisfied with their
own roles they took in the simulated trial classes. From these results, it was discussed what kind of feedback was effective and

necessary for the roles that students take in simulated trial classes with student groups.
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