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A Study of Introducing Portfolios into Foreign Language Activities
at Elementary School

* %k %k

Reiko HOJO* « Takayuki YAJIMA™** « Kunimori MATSUZAKI

ABSTRACT

In April of 2011, foreign language (English in principle) activities were formally introduced into 5" and 6™ graders of all
the public elementary schools in Japan. However, the activities have been conducted for over 70% pupils from 1% to 4" graders
all over Japan. In addition, it has been reported that about 38% of both 5" and 6™ graders have come to dislike the English
activities. It is crucial to enhance the positive attitudes of 5™ and 6" graders toward the activities, so portfolios can be expected
to play this role of enhancing their motivation toward them.

From October in 2011 to March in 2012, 75 5" graders participated in this study, which was based on the results of the
projects utilizing portfolios which aim to nurture students’ reflective attitudes toward learning English. Data was obtained
through a questionnaire and the students’ comments at conferences held twice during the study. The results of the questionnaire
revealed that the project utilizing the portfolios was evaluated rather positively by the participants. Moreover, the comments
supported the results.

* Humanities and Social Studies Education ** Nakajima Elementary School, Nagaoka, Niigata
*** Hokkaido University of Education



