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Thinking about the Death and the Life in the Forest
—Death and Life Studies based Consideration on Outdoor —Childcare

Josef GOHORI* » Emi KOSUGE** +» Sadako TOKUMARU***

ABSTRACT

In recent years, there is a need for the death and life education and values education and these have already been
practiced in schools in Japan. However, the death and life education practiced in the classroom may have a variety of limitations
and distortion, because of being made artificially and intentionally adjusted for the classes. On the other hand, in the outdoor-
childcare, putting its activity field in mountains and forests, children are able to touch to the life of plants and animals within
relationships which have been spun out naturally. Children affection bonds are also formed through these interactions. People in
modern society tend to avoid issues related to the death of themselves or someone close to them, but in the outdoor-childcare the
children often encounter the death of plants or animals. As a result, there are many opportunities to learn about life through the
experience of the death. Children learn it not through texts or transmission of words, but it is all based on real-experience and it
may be related to the formation of values and views of life and death. Today’s society often regards death as taboo, so
interactions between the life and the death may be a valuable experience and one of important features of the outdoor-childcare
helping children accept the death through activities similar to rites of passages.
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