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The transformation of aging populations and research on
the image of the elderly in Japan and Korea

Yoko HOSOE* * Kim ju-hyun**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to find out how to advance research on the “image of the elderly” by analyzing the
features of aging and how this field of research has changed in Japan and South Korea during recent years.

In Japan, the research on “image of the elderly” is focused on the area of nursing. As the aging of the population
progresses, the elderly people who receive medical services increase in number, and as a predictable consequence, the
provision of high quality nursing to elderly people serves as a subject in nursing education.

In South Korea, since the proportion of elderly people is not so high as Japan, there is much research on the
“image of the elderly”, among elderly people themselves and the younger generation.

From now on, the aging of the population is predicted to progresses even in South Korea, so the research on the
“image of the elderly” is more focused on nursing area like in Japan.

In Japan, in order to raise the quality of life of elderly people, research of “image of the elderly” of adults and
elderly people itself will receive a lot of attention.

Therefore, joint research carried out in relevant countries, based on this study’s findings, will be necessary to

raise the quality of research on “image of the elderly”.

* Natural and Living Science **Seoul National University



