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A Consideration about the Status quo of Aizu's Lacquerwork
and its Possibility of Artistic Expansion:
with “Aizu URUSHI Art Festival” as a Clue

Masakazu ITO*

ABSTRACT

“Japanese lacquer” was a material common to daily use in Japan. The material, used for magic since the Jomon period,
reflected an aspect of the Japanese soul. Its industry, therefore, had developed across Japan with Wajima and Kyoto as
representative areas where it thrived and had special features respectively. Aizu’s Japanese lacquer culture, inheriting its spirit,
keeps existing even now. The “Aizu Nuri,” which was established in the Edo period and flourished at the end of the era, has
declined influenced by modernization of lifestyle. Focusing on the culture of Japanese lacquer in Aizu, and aiming at its cultural
revival, “The Art Festival of Aizu and Japanese Lacquer” was held as a trial. Lacquer ware craftsmen and artists collaborated
there groping for its new possibility of expression and artistic expansion. Toru Yoshida, a lacquer ware craftsman, and I jointly
created “The Vessel of Lamplight 2010”7 in the “Aizu URUSHI Art Festival Festival.” Through this, we explained the
characteristics of Japanese lacquer and urged technical understanding of the craftsmanship. This article, in reporting this process

in detail, considered the role of the fine arts.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



