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How do we articulate “Rokudan”?
—Phenomenology of Keiko 1l —

Kyo TAMAMURA™

ABSTRACT

In this study, we investigated Japanese traditional philosophy of music by observing how players interpret classical
musical works, how teachers train pupils, and how they transmit their musical knowledge and skill. Some interesting points were
observed by watching how “Rokudan-no-shirabe”, a classical piece of koto music, is performed; players’ way of phrasing and
articulation is somewhat peculiar; how melodies are organized and, especially, how to start a phrase and how to end differ
depending on players. This fact shows we need to have a special sense concerning phrasing and articulation when we appreciate
koto music. And this kind of sense relates to Japanese way of thinking as to what is a good unity, how we unite things neatly.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



